
There are thousands of stray animals in Sri Lanka 
suffering from horrific injuries, malnutrition and 

disease. Dogs and cats with fractured spines, severed limbs and maggot 
infested wounds; pups and kittens living on festering rubbish dumps; 
animals slowly dying of tick fever, womb infections and bleeding tumours, 
suffering  in agony until they die. With the risk and associated fear of rabies, 
strays are often demonised, leading to cruelty at the hands of humans. 
This ocean of suffering and misery is heart breaking for any animal lover to 
witness, let alone walk away from.
Animal SOS Sri Lanka, a UK registered charity, was founded on the vision 
of Kim Cooling who, after witnessing the appalling plight of animals there, 
particularly the strays, decided to take action to help them. With a distinct 
lack of effective animal protection laws, safe havens and veterinary care 
available to street animals in Sri Lanka, our work and facilities are a lifeline 
to many otherwise doomed animals.

SUMMER 2023  Animal SOS Sri Lanka 
UK Registered Charity 1119902   

We are currently caring for 2243 
dogs and 22 cats at the sanctuary

We provided over 8500
treatments for disease, wounds, 
fractures and tumours

We sterilized 250 dogs and cats 
and conducted 230 other surgeries

We provided over 4200 
blood tests/smears/chemistry/
haematology 

We provided over 4600
anti-parasitic treatments 
(worming, tick/flea treatments)

We provided over 4800 
vaccinations against rabies 
and other deadly viruses

We operate the largest feeding
programme in Sri Lanka

We are operational EVERY 
day of the year

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS : OUR ACHIEVEMENTS : JANUARY 2023 - JUNE 2023JANUARY 2023 - JUNE 2023
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Follow us on social 
media for more

OUR STORY

Tiny Ginger was found by 
tourists alone and vulnerable 
at a bus stand in Galle. They 
were leaving the country, 
so we took him in and later 
found him a purrfect home!

GINGER

DOGS DO SPEAK...DOGS DO SPEAK...

...BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO ...BUT ONLY TO THOSE WHO 
KNOW HOW TO LISTENKNOW HOW TO LISTEN
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R U S S I A

TOSRI
LANKA with love

Gremlin did not have a bright future in Sri Lanka. She was born with a deformed limb, was weakened from babesia (a tick-borne disease) 
and had a bite wound with a nasty abscess. What a start to life, but she was lucky as we took her in despite her being a distance away 
from us. 
We nursed Gremlin back to health and then some foreign visitors came to visit the sanctuary and fell madly in love with her. 
Gremlin remained in Sri Lanka whilst arrangements were made and then went to Russia to live with the lovely couple who lost their 
hearts to her. What a change of fortune for Gremlin.

Sri Lanka’s 
biggest 
feeding 
program - 
Feeding the 
masses  

cook this food in 2 kitchens at the sanctuary with 2 teams of staff. It’s a military operation and feeding costs account for 50% of our monthly 
running costs. Food, gas to cook with, and just about everything else, has risen sharply in Sri Lanka and we really struggle to keep their bellies full. 
We also give extra meals to new critical arrivals, puppy/kitten milk for orphaned babies and specialised recovery foods from the UK. 
During our outside feeding, we treat many dogs for skin conditions. It’s a true labour of love. 

Every day we cook over 
1 tonne of fresh food for 
our sanctuary animals and 
hungry strays in the area. We 

Spay Day at the Sanctuary

Spay/neutering is a huge part of our vital work as it addresses the root cause of animal 
suffering.



Arnold arrived as a disabled and very sickly pup, but regained his health and 
started walking again. This is why we give them a chance and don’t euthanize cases 

like this. The resilience of these animals is astounding, and we believe that they ALL deserve a 
second chance in life!!

12 Cheyne Avenue, South Woodford, London E18 2DR
Ph. 07773 746 108 3 www.animalsos-sl.com

Hydrotherapy in the Indian Ocean and Cart TimeHydrotherapy in the Indian Ocean and Cart Time
With an estimated 3-4 million street dogs in Sri Lanka, there are many road accidents and horrific With an estimated 3-4 million street dogs in Sri Lanka, there are many road accidents and horrific 
life changing injuries that we see almost daily. life changing injuries that we see almost daily. 
We are currently caring for around 400 disabled dogs at the sanctuary and believe in giving them We are currently caring for around 400 disabled dogs at the sanctuary and believe in giving them 
a second chance. These dogs want to live and disability should not mean the end of life for them, a second chance. These dogs want to live and disability should not mean the end of life for them, 
like with humans. Over the years, many disabled dogs have recovered and walked again, those like with humans. Over the years, many disabled dogs have recovered and walked again, those 
that don’t, are provided with mobility carts so they can race around our lovely garden with their that don’t, are provided with mobility carts so they can race around our lovely garden with their 
friends.friends.  
We endeavour to enrich their lives as much as we can by taking them for hydrotherapy and cart We endeavour to enrich their lives as much as we can by taking them for hydrotherapy and cart 
time in the garden. Volunteers/visitors often assist with these activities and it’s rewarding and time in the garden. Volunteers/visitors often assist with these activities and it’s rewarding and 
fun for all.fun for all.

ARNOLD

ARNOLD



A psychopath took Maddox to a lake and 
tried to feed him to the crocodiles. He was 

then beaten and blinded. We heard about this horror and 
immediately offered to save the dog. What really broke us 
was on arrival at the sanctuary, this grateful boy pitifully 
gave us his paw. 
Maddox remains happily at the sanctuary where he is loved 
and cherished. Refuge is needed for abuse cases like this.
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MADDOX

Mother dog with 4 newborn 
pups, was cruelly doused with 
boiling water whilst looking 
for food. We took the family 
in as they were unsafe on the 
streets. Mum’s wound healed 
nicely under our care and all 
of her pups survived too.

MOTHER NATURE 
& PUPS

Another boiling water 
injury when he was just 
a tiny, innocent pup. He 
still has the scars, but we 
saved his life, and he is a 
forgiving and loving boy.

BECKHAM

This dog lived happily at a police 
station until she found some food 

baited with explosives (hakkapatas) and took it 
back to the police grounds. Staff heard a blast as 
she ate the bait.

Hakkapatas ( jawbreaker) is an improvised 
explosive device hidden in food, causing maximum 
suffering to any unfortunate animal that takes the 
bait. It’s one of the leading causes of deaths in 
elephants in Sri Lanka and many other animals, 
both wild and domestic, die agonizing deaths.

Willow arrived at the sanctuary in a moribund state 
and with laboured breathing.
We thought she would die that very night, but we 
never gave up and fought so hard to save her. She 
survived and made a remarkable recovery. Lucky 
girl!

WILLOW

Some of the Many 
Lives Saved and 

Transformed 
THANKS TO

YOUR SUPPORT!
Sadly, there are many cruelty cases because 
animals are not protected by strong animal 

welfare laws in Sri Lanka. In fact, every day we get 
dozens of demands to take in some truly horrific 

abuse cases island wide. 

These are some of the lucky ones that we did help. 
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He arrived at the sanctuary in a horrific state 
-front leg fractures/de-gloving injury, tick fever. 

Tyson lost his leg but we saved his life and he is happy boy now.
TYSON

TY
SO

N

Their lives hung in the balance 
as they were living on a busy 
road, but we stepped in and 
helped this sweet mum and 
pup just when they needed it 
the most. Both have been at 
the sanctuary ever since and 
regained their health. 

SWEET & DREAMS

This dear old girl was pitifully crying 
for help as she knew she was dying. 

We gave her that precious lifeline just in time. She was 
being eaten alive by maggot infested wounds and 
cancers, had blood parasite diseases and mange. She 
made a miraculous recovery as you can see.     

PANCAKE

PANCAKE

Nipper was badly mauled and almost gutted by a 
dog and left with critical injuries. When we heard, we 

worked throughout the night to arrange immediate surgery at our 
own vet’s private clinic nearby, and then the pup came to us for 
postoperative care and refuge. Nipper made a full recovery and 
remains at the sanctuary.
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SWEET & DREAMS

Chelsea was rescued from a road in Matara by a kind lady and brought to us as she was so sickly. She was 
suffering and weakened from babesia gibsoni, a dangerous tick-borne disease that kills so many dogs 

in Sri Lanka. The charity invests in the best meds to save these dogs from this disease and she made a good recovery. 
CHELSEA
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This poor, disabled female 
pup arrived at the sanctuary 
totally covered in glue as if she 
wasn’t suffering enough, after 
being left disabled and battling 
babesia, a dangerous tick-
borne disease. Gluey is doing 
well under our care.

GLUEY

This poor old boy arrived 
with an infected face 

wound with his eye socket teeming with 
maggots. He has a leg injury too. What 
horrors for these dogs and this is why we 
need to be there for them

MORIARTY
Critical kitten Violet delivered to us by some tourists 
who were leaving the country. Violet had severe cat 

flu, but is recovering well now. 
VIOLET

We rescued this poor soul as she is suffering from TVT 
in her eyes and genitals. The ocular TVT had fly strike 

with so many maggots- just imagine her agony. We have so many 
cases like this. Transmissible venereal tumour (TVT) is a sexually 
transmitted neoplasm that commonly affects dogs of either sex, 
in tropical and subtropical regions. Thankfully, TVT’s are treatable 
and curable, so Bobbie will be fit and healthy soon.

BOBBIE

Someone sent us a video of 
this tiny, pitiful and injured pup 

in a road with traffic all around him. He was 
within moments of being killed. Although 
we are full to the brim at the sanctuary, we 
immediately agreed to help and his life was 
saved just in the nick of time.  These rescues 
almost give us heart attacks!

CRUSTY

Some Recent Rescues, the challenges we face and Why they Need Us!
The difference between life and Death for them is RESCUE and their Survival depends on OUR survival
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DESPERATE 
APPEAL
We desperately need to expand 
now as the sanctuary is totally full. 
The dogs and cats we can home, are 
homed. The dogs we can release 
safely after treatments are released. 
However, the very vulnerable 
animals, the disabled and the many 
abused dogs we take in, cannot be 
returned to the streets as that is a 
death sentence for them.

We are now refusing some very sad 
cases as we simply have no space 
left.

Refusal to take these desperate 
cases in means certain death for 
those poor souls. Imagine having to 
make these life and death decisions 
on a daily basis and how that affects 
us emotionally when you know many 
of these animals could be saved.

This work takes us to our emotional and 
physical limits every day and Sri Lanka 
is an extremely challenging place to do 
this animal welfare work.
   
The sad reality is, we do have more land 
adjoining our lower site sanctuary. In 
total there is another 3.5 acres of land. 
We desperately need to develop this 
land so we can create more space for 
our dogs, have a specialised site for 
our disabled animals and build a new, 
well equipped clinic that we so urgently 
need too. Our existing clinics are small 
and crammed full with critical cases. 
It’s so incredibly stressful working in 
our existing clinics due to lack of space.

We have long outgrown our initial builds 
from over 15 years ago when we had 
a handful of dogs compared to now. 
Projects need to expand and we are at 
that point now.

We want to do more, but lack 
of funds is always our greatest 
obstacle to expanding this project 
and being able to help more animals 
in desperate need. 

Developing the 3.5 acres which has 
no water, drainage, electricity, will 
be around £300,000. The large, well 
equipped clinic we also need will be 
even more costly. 

Donations, legacies and any 
support you can give will be hugely 
appreciated and allow us to get 
to this crucial next stage, provide 
better facilities for our rescues and 
save even more precious lives. This 
expansion is so important now and 
we are totally frustrated by this 
situation.

PLEASE, PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN  
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The Larkshall pub in Chingford kindly held 
a dog show for us recently and celebrities 
Samantha Fox, Gail Porter and Gillian 
McKeith came to support us. Kim’s beloved 
rescue dog Riley, a cancer survivor from 
Sri Lanka, won the Most Handsome Dog 
prize. The event was packed out and it was 
such fun. £2400 was raised. Huge thanks 
to everyone who helped and attended.

In May, the sanctuary was featured in the 
Channel 5 series, Alexander Armstrong in Sri 
Lanka



Gift Aid increases the value of 
donations to our registered 

charity by allowing us to reclaim basic rate tax on your gift. If you pay higher rate tax you can claim extra relief on your donations too. If you 
are a UK tax payer and have not already completed a declaration, please check the Gift Aid section in the advert below. If eligible, tick the 
circle in the advert, include your full details and return it to us so we can make your donations go even further at no extra cost to you. 
You can download a Gift Aid form from our website www.animalsos-sl.com

Donate by Cheque

Leave a Legacy

Gift Aid

Our charity is uniquely run by 
dedicated, unpaid volunteers in 
the UK, so donations and legacies 
go directly to the animals in need. 
That is the way we want it to be 
and we are sure our supporters 
agree. There are no fat cat 
salaries, as with other charities. 
Charity admin is covered by Kim 
and other dedicated, unpaid 
volunteers. 
Legacies will give our charity a 
future, will save many more lives, 
help us to expand our work, to 
plan ahead and reach many more 
desperate souls in dire need.  
There are also generous tax 
concessions for leaving a legacy 
to a UK Registered Charity.  Animal 
SOS Sri Lanka’s Registered 
Charity Number is 1119902.
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We face daily horrors in our work to save stray 
animals in Sri Lanka. Prince was found by some 
tourists. He had an horrific, foul smelling, maggot 
infested neck wound and was near to death when 
he arrived at our sanctuary. We saved his life along 
with 1000’s of other desperate animals that we 
give a lifeline to. Without us, they are doomed. 
Prince lives at our sanctuary along with many 
other rescues that have suffered so greatly on the 
streets. Animal SOS Sri Lanka is a UK Registered 
Charity and we need your support NOW so we can 
continue saving lives.

Please save a life today by donating

PLEASE HELP US TO CONTINUE GIVING
THESE ANIMALS A FUTURE BY DONATING 
TODAY. There is no greater gift

I enclose       £100        £50         £25         Other £

Please make cheques payable to: Animal SOS Sri Lanka. Post to: 12 Cheyne Avenue, South Woodford, London E18 2DR
Or make a secure donation online www.animalsos-sl.com

Mr/Mrs/Ms. 
First Name....................Surname...............................................
Address......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
Email..........................................................................................

      GIFT AID. I would like Animal SOS Sri Lanka to reclaim tax on this & all future 
donations until I notify you otherwise. I confirm I am a UK taxpayer & that I pay as 
much income or capital gains as Animal SOS Sri Lanka will reclaim in the tax year 
(currently 25p in every £1 donated.)

Give more at no extra cost to you:

Signature..................................................... Date.....................................................

thank you! {E} info@animalsos-sl.com    {T) 07773 746108  
   

S   S
ANIMAL

SRI LANKA
 Animal SOS Sri Lanka 

UK Registered Charity 1119902   

URGENT APPEAL TO SAVE LIVES

Please LIKE us on

There is no greater way of directly 
helping and saving lives than by 
remembering Animal SOS Sri Lanka 
in your will.

Please make cheques payable to: Animal SOS Sri Lanka
Post to: 12 Cheyne Avenue, South Woodford, London E18 2DR

Donate via Card
Call 07773 746108 

WE NEED TO EXPAND - PLEASE HELP
“No one has ever become poor from giving.” — Anne Frank

We are at a crossroads now and need your help to move this amazing project forward. We want to do more, 
but our hands are tied as we lack the support and funds to expand and get the facilities we desperately need.
Without expansion we will continue to struggle and street animals that can be helped are dying every day.   

Monthly Standing orders really help us to have a regular income 
to fund our running costs each month. 
If every single rescued dog and cat at the sanctuary were 
sponsored, that would generate approximately half of our 
monthly running costs, ease our situation substantially, and 
help with the survival of this vital project.

We have 400 disabled dogs - Sponsorship is £25 a month

We have 1843 other dogs - Sponsorship is £10 a month

We have 22 cats - Sponsorship is £10 a month   

Donate/Sponsor a spay/neutering day – £600 for a free 
neutering and rabies vaccinations day for dogs and cats. 

Donate towards the development of our new land, or towards 
the build of a new, well equipped clinic. 

Please do consider setting up a standing order either directly 
with your bank or by completing the form in the newsletter. You 
can download a standing order form from our website via www.
animalsos-sl.com. 

THE BEST WAY TO HELP IS TO DONATE THE BEST WAY TO HELP IS TO DONATE 


